
Looking to green your lifestyle? ACE’s Green 
Living Expo provides connections to companies, 

practitioners, and experts for every area of sustainable 
living. The fourth-annual Green Living Expo will 
take place on Sunday, April 21 from noon to 4:30 
p.m. We are pleased to be partnering with the Mason 
Community Earth Week Fair. The event will take place at Mason’s Arling-
ton Campus, 3351 Fairfax Drive, Arlington. If you have a green product or 
service you would like to showcase at the Expo, please visit ACE’s website 
at www.arlingtonenvironment.org to apply to be an exhibitor by March 15. 
Sponsorship opportunities are also still available.
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an e-mail to office@arlingtonenvironment.org. Green Living Expo: April 21, 2013

According to the U.S. Forest Service, between 1982 and 2001, approximately 
34 million acres of open space were lost to development—translating to 

6,000 acres per day. With this ongoing loss of open space, adequate habitat for 
wildlife is becoming more critical. Compounding the loss of open space, wildlife 
is also suffering from climate change, air pollution, and water pollution. With 
encroaching development, many species whose populations are threatened might 
soon become endagered or extinct:

Two initiatives working to address these issues, one national and one fo-
cusing on our local region, are: 

The National Wildlife Federation (NWF)’s •	 Certified Wildlife Habitat 
Program, which educates people about the importance of protecting 
habitat.
The Northern Virginia Regional Commission’s •	 Conservation Corridors, 
an initiative which provides an overview of the ecological, recreational, 
economic	and	regulatory	benefits	of	the	region’s	green	infrastructure.

Certified Wildlife Habitat Program
NWF created the Certified Wildlife Habitat Program (originally known 

as the Backyard Wildlife Habitat Program) in 1973 to educate people about 
the	benefits,	for	both	people	and	wildlife,	of	creating	and	restoring	natural	
landscapes. Since that time, the practice of natural landscaping has grown in 
popularity.
Through	the	Certified	Wildlife	Habitat	program,	residents	can	learn	how	

to restore wildlife habitat in their own yards, balconies, workplaces or even 

Protecting Habitat for Wildlife

Continued on page 2
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Local Scene

Continued from page 1

Conservation Initiatives Promote Habitat Protection

in entire communities. By submit-
ting an online application, residents 
can	have	their	yard	certified	as	an	
official	NWF	wildlife	habitat.	
Applicants must demonstrate that 
the area provides wildlife with food, 
water, shelter and places to raise 
young. As of December 2012, over 
155,000	habitats	have	been	certified	
nationwide. NWF estimates that 
through	this	certification	program,	
over 300,000 acres provide habitat 
benefits	to	wildlife.

The program’s goals have 
evolved over its 40 years. When it 
started, the primary goal of the 
Certified	Wildlife	Habitat	program	
was to educate people about what 
they can do to help wildlife. Accord-
ing to Roxanne Paul, Senior Coordi-
nator of Community and 
Volunteer Outreach at NWF, “To-
day, one of our big goals is to get 
kids outside and connected with na-
ture. This generation of kids doesn’t 
get outdoors to play as much as 
previous generations. If they don’t 
have a connection to nature, they 
won’t grow up caring about wild-
life.”

NWF works to get school 
grounds	certified	as	wildlife	habi-
tats. They also launched Be Out 
There, a campaign to return to the 
nation’s children what they don’t 
even know they’ve lost, their con-
nection to the natural world.
Part	of	NWF’s	Certified	Wildlife	

Habitat program is a Community 
Wildlife	Program	which	certifies	
communities that provide habitat 
for wildlife throughout the commu-
nity—in individual backyards, on 
school grounds and in public areas 

such as parks, community gardens, 
places of worship and businesses. 
Communities that have been certi-
fied	have	demonstrated	there	are	
safe spaces for critters to grow and 
thrive throughout the community. 
Over a multi-year timeframe, a 
team works to meet a number of 
education and outreach goals, as 
well as to get the required number 
of	properties	certified	as	wildlife	
habitats.

In 2005, ACE led an effort to 
get	Arlington	County	certified	as	
a Community Wildlife Habitat.  
Arlington	is	one	of	64	certified	
communities in the country as of 
December 2012 and just one of four 
counties. 

ACE led a team including indi-
vidual volunteers, Arlington County’s 
Parks Department, Wild Birds 
Unlimited, the Virginia Native Plant 
Society, Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, Long Branch Nature Center, 

and Gulf Branch Nature Center 
over	a	five-year	period	to	meet	this	
goal.

Conservation Corridors
In January 2012, the Northern 

Virginia Regional Commission 
(NVRC) published the Conserva-
tion Corridors in Northern 
Virginia Assessment Report, which 
presented a snapshot of the region’s 
high-value natural resources, along 
with potential multi-jurisdictional 
project applications and recom-
mended next steps.

NVRC and its partners worked 
with the Conservation Corridor 
Workgroup, a multi-disciplinary 
advisory group of planners, natural 
resource managers, ecologists and 
members of local governments 
and conservation organizations in 
Northern Virginia. 

Kelly Senser

Continued on page 3

The six communities in Virginia certified as Community Wildlife Habitats were 
recognized in October 2012 by the Virginia Conservation Network as Local 
Conservation Heroes. At left are Elenor Hodges and Janine Finnell, the leaders 
of Arlington’s Community Wildflife Habitat team, seen with Kevin Holland, Oya 
Simpson, Scott Birdwell, Robin Rentsch, and Claudia Thompson-Deahl.
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The project goals were to:
Identify and map high-value •	
ecological cores (areas of sig-
nificance)	and	corridors	(links	
or pathways) across the region.
Establish baseline data on these •	
important environmental assets.
Raise awareness of these assets •	
so that future decision-makers 
may allow for growth in a way 
that supports economic, regula-
tory and ecological goals.
Refine	state	analysis	of	the	•	
green infrastructure using local 
data and priorities.
Highlight opportunities for •	
regional connections.
Quantify	the	benefits	of	these	•	
core ecological areas and cor-
ridors.
Develop model language for in-•	
corporation of green infrastruc-
ture/conservation corridors into 
local comprehensive planning 
and design efforts.

In order to assess the region’s 
high-value natural resources, the 
project team developed a regional 
base map that highlights the network 
of lands, waterways and corridors in 
Northern Virginia that provide the 
greatest	green	infrastructure	benefits	
integral to the region’s quality of 
life, public health and economy. 

Supplementing the base map, 
the project team then put together 
a variety of local, state, and federal 
geographic information system 
(GIS) data layers to perform a 
regional-scale analysis of conserva-
tion opportunities. These data layers 
include conserved lands, cultural 
heritage sites, and nature-based 
recreation, and water resource assets 
and impairments.

A key part of the report is the 
identification	of	five	priority	region-
al conservation corridors:

Potomac River Corridor•	
Potomac Gorge - Quantico •	
Corridor
Bull Run - Occoquan Corridor•	
Bull Run Mountain - Catoctin •	
Mountain Corridor
Blue Ridge - Short Hill Corridor•	

The results of the Conservation 
Corridor Planning Project serve as 
a guide for conserving the region’s 

most	significant	resources	for	for-
est and wildlife habitat, recreation, 
cultural heritage, and water quality 
values. As a result, governments 
and their constituents can identify 
opportunities to manage, restore and 
enhance Northern Virginia’s natural 
resources, thereby strengthening the 
region’s health, economy and qual-
ity of life.

For more information please visit 
www.novaregion.org/conservation.

As detailed in this map, regionally important surface and drinking water 
features are dependent on good source water quality.

Continued from page 2



Green Streets Slow Down and Soak In Stormwater

The next time you are 
driving or walking 

in the rain, take a look at 
the curbs on your route. 
You’ll likely see water 
rushing down the street 
and into the nearest storm 
drain. Roughly 42% of 
Arlington is impervi-
ous—surfaces like roads 
or buildings that do not 
let water soak through—
leaving stormwater with 
few places to go except 
into the nearest storm 
drain where it becomes 
“out-of-sight, out-of-
mind.” 

Some may not realize 
that	stormwater	flows	
directly, without treatment, 
to Arlington’s streams, into the Potomac River and 
eventually into the Chesapeake Bay, where the impact 
is hard to ignore. 

When large quantities of water are channeled into 
the stormwater system, the water picks up speed and 
resembles	the	flow	out	of	a	fire	hose	by	the	time	it	is	
released into a stream. The power of the rushing water 
erodes stream banks, undercuts tree roots causing many 
to fall, and compromises buried infrastructure like 
sanitary sewers in the stream valley. Accompanying the 
stormwater to the stream are some foul companions—
motor oil, road salts, dirt, litter, bacteria, nitrogen, and 
phosphorus. Arlington’s Green Streets Program is now 
adding rain gardens in the public right-of-way, helping 
to	capture	and	filter	the	stormwater	runoff.	

Green Street rain gardens:
Reduce the volume of the water reaching our •	
streams. The garden’s soil mixture encourages 
water to soak into the ground, preventing standing 
water and mosquito growth. 
Are	located	within	existing	stormwater	flows	and	•	
designed to change the water’s path so it can slow 
down and soak into the soil mixture.
Recharge the groundwater supply by allowing •	
water to soak into the ground. Groundwater is 

slowly released into our streams which helps keep 
them	flowing	during	dry	months.
Filter out litter, sediment, heavy metals, and •	
phosphorus before the water reaches our streams. 
Pollutants like phosphorus and heavy metals bind 
to soil and mulch or are broken down naturally by 
microorganisms in the soil. 
Have the potential to decrease E. coli bacteria •	
levels in stormwater. E. coli bacteria from human 
or animal waste are of concern because they are 
linked	to	disease.	According	to	the	official	Virginia	
listings, E. coli is a chronic source of pollution 
impairing Arlington’s streams.  
Are maintained by Arlington County. Regular •	
garden maintenance activities include replacing 
dead plants, weeding, removing litter, and adding 
mulch as needed.

Rain gardens aren’t just for the public right-of-way. 
HOAs and homeowners are encouraged to plant rain 
gardens on their property. Roughly half of the County’s 
impervious surfaces are located on private property. 
The new Arlington StormwaterWise Program provides 
funding to assist with the cost of rain garden installa-
tion on private property. 

4 The Arlington Environment

Arlington County D
epartm

ent of Environm
ental Services

The Green Street on Patrick Henry Drive was the first installed in Arlington County.

Continued on page 5
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Get Involved: Arlington Initiative to Rethink Energy

The Arlington Initiative to 
Rethink Energy has exciting 

opportunities for residents to get 
involved this winter:

The •	 Energy Journey Game 
on Saturday February 2.
Arlington Green Games•  for 
apartments and condominiums.

In a unique and creative program 
designed for families, individu-
als and school groups, Arlington 
is offering the Energy Journey 
Games. This interactive life-size 
board game enables participants to 
challenge themselves on everyday 
actions that have an energy impact 
as they journey down a path of 
decisions and chance.

The Energy Journey Game will 
be held on Saturday, February 2, 
2013 (snow date February 9) at 
Washington-Lee High School, 
1301 N Stafford Street, Arling-
ton. Doors open at 1:00 p.m. and 

the last game begins at 4:00 p.m. 
Raffle	prizes	for	recycled	artwork	
will be held every half-hour. 

The game participants will:
Grab an energy wallet at the 1. 
door and work to keep a bal-
ance in check.
Journey through winter, spring, 2. 
summer, and fall to make 
investments, take chances, and 
earn rewards.
Stop off at bonus blocks 3. 
and collect clues to advance 
through the game.
Compare themselves to 4. 
friends, neighbors, and other 
players: “How energy wise are 
you?”

Registration for the Energy 
Journey Game is not required, 
but an RSVP will help Arlington 
County better plan for the event.  
Visit freshaireva.us/energyjourney.



Those interested in learning more about Green 
Streets are invited to a public meeting on Tuesday, 
January 29, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Fairlington 
Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford Street, Arlington.

For more information on these programs, please 
reference:

Green Streets Sprout Up In Arlington

The Arlington Green Games is 
one of many programs Arlington 
County has developed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Green Games began in 2011 with a 
year-long competition for the com-
mercial	office	sector	to	reduce	en-
ergy use, waste, and water, and to 
set other environmental goals. The 
2012 competition for restaurants 
and retailers is currently underway.

The 2013 Green Games for 
property managers and residents of 
apartment and condo buildings has 
just been launched. The program 
will include training sessions, best 
practices and technical assistance.  
Learn more and register at www.
arlingtongreengames.com.

Continued from page 4 Arlington County Website: • visit www.arling-
tonva.us and search for Green Streets, Stormwater-
Wise, and rain gardens.
Arlington County Staff:•  Christin Jolicoeur, 
cjolicoeur@arlingtonva.us or 703-228-3588 and 
Jen McDonnell, jmcdonnell@arlingtonva.us or 
703-228-3042.
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ACE Turns 35: Reflecting on 35 Years

As Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment approaches 
its 35th anniversary, I look back on my involvement 

in	this	fine	organization	with	gratitude	and	many	fond	
memories. 

ACE began in 1978 as a trash cleanup organization, 
but had already taken on the larger role of advanc-
ing recycling in the late 1980s when I became 
involved. As board chair from 1996 to 2003, I 
helped take ACE to a new plateau of sustainability 
advocacy. For example, then Executive Director, 
Steve Coffee, and I organized a very successful 
energy fair at Kenmore Middle School in the early 
90s with dozens of exhibitors, several hundred 
attendees and great media coverage.  

But I think my primary contribution to ACE was 
in hiring Elenor Hodges, who remains the Execu-
tive Director to this day. Elenor has been a tireless 
advocate of community sustainability and has greatly 
advanced the ACE organization and its effectiveness. 
I have been extremely impressed by recent ACE 
activities such as the Green Living Expo, the Arling-
ton Energy Masters Program, the role that ACE has 
played in creating a sustainability committee for 
Arlington Public Schools, and many others.  

In my work as Chief Naturalist for the Northern 
Virginia Regional Park Authority, ACE was always a 
great partner and resource. So, congratulations ACE!  
I expect to see that ACE will continue to be a driving 
force of sustainability in Arlington County.

Four Mile Run Watershed Cleanup



On Saturday, March 9, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, 
Arlington County will be organizing its annual 

cleanup of the Four Mile Run watershed. This free event 
will take place at designated sites including Madison 
Manor, Bon Air, Bluemont, Glencarlyn, Barcroft, and 
Shirlington Parks to help clean up stream banks and park 
areas along Four Mile Run. Four Mile Run is Arlington’s 
largest watershed draining to the Potomac River.

All are welome to participate including individuals, 
families, and groups. Several sites have areas that are 
easily accessible and safe for young children.

The Arlington County Park Rangers are organizing 
this watershed cleanup. For more information, contact 
them at 703-525-0168. ACE is pleased to partner with 
the County and will be coordinating the cleanup sites at 
Barcroft Park and Shirlington Park. 

by Martin Ogle

Martin Ogle took part in the Step It Up rally in 2007 with Wendy 
Reiger of NBC and Paul Ferguson, Clerk of the Circuit Court in 
Arlington.



The Arlington Environment 7

Support ACE and Donate Today

Thanks to Our Volunteers and Partners!
As always, we would like to recognize those who help us accomplish our goals and make our work a success:

Service Project Partners and Group Participants: Community Volunteer Network, Gunston Middle School, 
and Jim Egenrieder’s Watershed Class.

Individual Volunteers: Jennifer Abel, Edward Aifer, Max Aifer, Patrick Audant, Andrea Averbach, Paul 
Baldino, Janine Bergin, Sandra Boehly, Jeff Brady, Dan Bronson, Katherin Campana, Lindsey Carver, Kathryn 
Clark, Elizabeth Collaton, Artina Davis, Margaret Egan, Jim Egenrieder, Nancy Gonzales, Eric Goodman, Louise 
Guey-Lee, Nabilah Haque, Shihfeng Huang, Eileen Janas, Benjamin Jones, Ellison Jusino, Julia Kalloz, Morlai 
Kargbo, Anna Kasmanian, Garry Knubler, Eddy Leung, John Lindeman, Margaret Lo, Stephanie Martin, Don 
Masters, Aaron McCann, Colleen Morgan, Cathy Morper, Nora Palmatier, Todd Parker, Maria Pulido, Trevor 
Rockhill, Marilyn Rogers, 
Chelsie	Romulo,	Ron	Sappenfield,	
the Semedo-Strauss Family, Thomas 
Sheldon, Jenny Smith, Betsy Smith, 
Michael Spead, Heather Spence, 
Barbara Swart, Lauren Taylor, 
Marie Tillander, David Tripp, Vicky 
Tsaparas, Don Walsh, Lark Wells, 
Asmayit Yohannes, and Sam Young.

ACE Board Members: Liz Appel, 
Jennifer Bagnell-Stuart, Stephanie 
Clifford, Charles Edwards, Takis 
Karantonis, Rick Keller, Don Mas-
ters, Jenna Mikus, Colleen Morgan, 
Michael Murtha, and Linh Ong.

We apologize if we overlooked any-
one! If we did, please let us know.

ACE News

Please consider supporting our 
local conservation work and 

becoming an ACE member today! 
You can join at one of the following 
levels:

Watershed Patron: $1,000•	
Potomac River Club: $500•	
Leadership Club: $250•	
Business/Organization or •	
Contributing Level: $100
Sustaining Level: $50•	
Basic Membership: $35•	

ACE supporters have the op-
portunity to shape ACE policies and 
programs, as well as receive special 
announcements and invitations to 
events such as hikes, tours, and 
organic tastings.

Donations to ACE support our 
outreach in our schools, green living 
programs, services projects, water-
shed enhancements, tree plantings, 
and promotion of wildife habitats.

You can join online by visiting 
www.arlingtonenvironment.org  (pay-

ment by Paypal and credit card ac-
cepted), or by sending a check made 
payable to ACE at 3308 S. Stafford 
Street, Arlington, Virginia 22206. 
ACE	is	a	501(c)(3)	nonprofit	organi-
zation promoting sustainable lifestyles 
in Arlington. We are also an approved 
charity in the National Capital Area 
Combined Federal Campaign. 

If you have any questions, please 
contact us at 703-228-6427 or 
office@arlingtonenvironment.org.

In December 2012, the Arlington Energy Masters team improved energy and 
water efficiency at Marbella Apartments managed by the Arlington Partnership 
for Affordable Housing.
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Mark Your Calendars

Park Cleanup and Invasive Plant 
Removal. Saturday, February 23, 
10:00 a.m. to noon. Benjamin Ban-
neker Park, 1701 N. Van Buren St., 
Arlington. 

Four Mile Run Watershed Clean-
up. Saturday, March 9, 9:00 a.m. 
to noon. Join ACE at two locations: 
Shirlington Park and Barcroft Park.
Call the Arlington County Park 
Rangers to register for other loca-
tions: 703-525-0168.

ACE Annual Meeting. Tuesday, 
March 12, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. 
NRECA, 4301 Wilson Blvd., Arling-
ton. Our 35th annual meeting on the 
theme of sustainable food will include 
a keynote, overview of ACE goals and 
events for 2013, ACE board of 
director elections, and refreshments.

Potomac Watershed Cleanup. 
Saturday, April 6, 9:00 a.m. to 
noon. Join ACE in the 25th water-
shed cleanup with more than 500 
sites across the watershed. ACE 
volunteers will meet at N. Glebe and 
Chain Bridge Roads. For details on 
other sites along the Potomac visit 
www.fergusonfoundation.org.

Green Living Expo. Sunday, April 
21, noon to 4:30 p.m. Mason’s 
Arlington Campus, 3351 Fairfax 
Drive, Arlington. In partnership 
with Mason Arlington. Learn how 
to green your home, apartment, 
community and lifestyle. Featuring 
green	vendors,	seminars,	a	raffle,	
food sales, a DIY tent, and chil-
dren’s activities. We need volunteers 
to help from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Visit our web site, www.arlingtonenvironment.org, for details, updates and additional events. To volunteer, contact us 
at volunteer@arlingtonenvironment.org or 703-228-6406.

It’s Not Too Late

Please update your mailing 
preferences by February 15! In 
alignment with our conserva-
tion values, we want to make 
sure all the newsletters we mail 
are being received by readers 
who want them. If you receive 
The Arlington Environment by 
mail, we’re happy to continue 
mailing to you if you tell us 
your preference: newsletter by 
USPS mail, newsletter by email 
(summary with link to PDF), or 
both: Please contact us:

www.arlingtonenvironment.•	
org/newslettersubscription
newsletter@arlingtonenvi-•	
ronment.org
703-228-6427•	


