
For those of us who want to go green and cut 

our energy costs by doing something more 

than putting in a rain barrel or turning off the 

lights, it might be disheartening to see the lack 

of green legislation coming out of Richmond, 

particularly concerning renewable energy.

Regionally, Maryland has taken the lead in 

providing incentives through programs such as 

the Residential Clean Energy Grant Program. 

Neither DC nor Virginia has this type of re-

newable energy incentive program available to  

residents. 

Regardless, the federal incentives don’t look 

too bad for residents wanting to add renewable 

energy systems. Homeowners can get a personal 

tax credit of up to 30% of the cost of the renew-

able energy systems, with no limit for systems 

placed in service after December 31, 2008. This 

tax credit covers a variety of renewable energy 

items including solar-electric systems, solar hot 
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Incentives for Going Solar

Continued on page 2

Solar Raisers to 
the Rescue!

You can still get a 

very low cost solar hot 

water system on your 

home. Through ACE’s 

partnership with Solar 

Services, we can pro-

vide a 25% discount 

on solar hot water 

systems on top of the 

30% federal tax credit. 

Contact ACE for a free, 

no obligation home 

evaluation—just one 

hour—to see if solar is 

right for you: 703-228-

6406 or solarraisers@

arlingtonenvironment.

org.

by Chris Plano

Through ACE’s Solar Raisers program, ACE members can receive a 25% discount 

on a solar hot water system installation.
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Local Scene

water systems, geothermal heat pumps, and wind 

turbines. Savings can be substantial. For example, 

a solar hot water system usually costs around 

$10,000. With the federal tax credit, the system 

will cost just $7,000.

This sounds pretty good, but Maryland has taken 

it a step further and has pushed the country for-

ward in terms of residential incentives for renew-

ables. Residents statewide can get the 30% credit 

on federal taxes, and are also exempt from all state 

sales tax for renewable energy equipment. They 

can also get a grant up to 20% of the installed cost 

or $500, whichever is less. On top of that, renew-

able energy equipment on residential buildings is 

exempt from all state and local property taxes.  

Clearly Virginia has a long way to go. At this 

time, there are no statewide programs in Virginia 

for renewable energy systems. At the local level 

this is starting to change. Many city and county 

governments in Virginia, including Fairfax and 

Alexandria, have policies that allow an exemption 

from local property taxes for renewable energy 

equipment. Arlington’s new Community Energy 

Plan encourages solar installations with a goal to 

have 160 megawatts of solar capacity by 2050.

Looking across the country, many states are way 

ahead in crafting policies that support the adoption 

of solar and other renewable energy sources. There 

is a great deal of useful information online com-

piling incentive programs, subsidies, grants, tax 

credits, and rebates.

The North Carolina Solar Center and the Inter-

state Renewable Energy Council have put together 

a Database of State Incentives for Renewables and 

Efficiency. This database provides information 

on state, local, utility, and federal incentives and 

policies that promote renewable energy and energy 

efficiency.

Another report produced by SolarPowerRocks.

com ranks the states by providing letter grades of 

A to F in the areas of incentives, utility policies, 

Continued from page 1

Evaluating Incentives and Policies for Solar

u
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net metering, and interconnection, as well as pro-

viding an overall grade. On their 2010 report card, 

Virginia scored a C. 

In addition to providing a great deal of state-spe-

cific information, the SolarPowerRocks.com report 

also highlights helpful best practices that have 

emerged at the state level over the last 20 years.

Many Arlingtonians have taken steps towards sus-

tainable living individually, but part of our actions 

should be to lobby for policies like those adopted 

by our neighbor, Maryland, as well as several other 

states across the country. With good incentives and 

policies, renewable energy will be accessible for 

more people allowing all of us to save money and 

energy at the same time.

More information:

Arlington Community Energy Plan: • www.arling-

tonva.us (keywords community energy)

Database of State Incentives for Renewables and • 

Efficiency: www.dsireusa.org

Federal Tax Credits for Consumer Energy Ef-• 

ficiency: www.energystar.gov/taxcredits

SolarPowerRocks.com 2010 report card: • www.

SolarPowerRocks.com.
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Supporting Locally Grown Food 
A visit to the white tents at Court-

house on a Saturday morning 

or Columbia Pike on a Sunday, 

teeming with shoppers eager for 

fresh, wholesome, local produce, 

demonstrates how Arlingtonians 

have embraced farmers’ markets.

The Arlington Farmer’s Market 

at Courthouse reports 3,000 visi-

tors on an average Saturday morn-

ing. This market has more than 30 

vendors and has a requirement that 

producers must be within a 125-

mile radius of Arlington. In addi-

tion, the market promotes products 

with limited processing through a 

“producer-only rule,” requiring that 

all products sold must be raised or 

made by the producer.

Eating locally grown food can 

be benefi cal to both the environ-

ment and your health. Farms that 

sell their products locally through 

farmer’s markets tend to be smaller 

operations that use more natural 

food production techniques. Eating 

locally also promotes smaller, inde-

pendent businesses, and benefi ts the 

local economy. 

Arlington offers many regular 

farmer’s markets, making it easy 

to fi nd local products. The old-

est market at Courthouse has been 

around since 1979. Over the past 

couple years, the list of markets in 

Arlington has grown, with all of 

Arlington’s Business Improvement 

Districts organizing markets and 

even a couple of local businesses 

including Whole Foods Market and 

Silver Diner.

In fact there is now almost a 

farmer’s market shopping option on 

any day of the week. Most of the 

markets run from approximately 

May to October (exceptions noted 

below). The list of markets in Ar-

lington includes:

Ballston Farmer’s Market, • 

Thursday evenings 

Clarendon Farmer’s Market, • 

Wednesday evenings

Columbia Pike Farmer’s Mar-• 

ket, Sunday mornings

Courthouse Farmer’s Market, • 

Saturday mornings, year-round

Crystal City Farmer’s Market, • 

Tuesday afternoons

Rosslyn Farmer’s Market, • 

Thursdays lunchtime

Silver Diner (Clarendon) Farm-• 

er’s Market, Sunday mornings

Whole Foods Market (Claren-• 

don) Farmer’s Market, Tuesday 

afternoons

In October, Arlington’s 2011 Lo-

cal Foods, Local Chef program will 

kick off, promoting sustainable ur-

ban agriculture at a variety of local 

u

Visitors to the Courthouse Farmer’s Market have access to more than 30 local vendors.

restaurants. This program is being 

organized by Arlington County, the 

Virginia Cooperative Extension and 

ACE. The restaurants participating 

in this program will offer a special 

menu featuring local foods during 

the month of October. There will 

also be several special events. 

According to organizer Jennifer 

Abel, senior extension agent at the 

Virginia Cooperative Extension, 

“By linking farms with area restau-

rants, we are expanding the realm 

of possibilities for enjoying locally-

grown foods. We are supporting 

local economies, contributing to 

environmental preservation, and 

allowing consumers more ways to 

enjoy the freshest possible foods.”

More information is available 

online at www.arlingtonva.us 

(keywords: local foods.)
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Summertime Brings Bad Air Quality
Hot, humid, and hazy. This com-

bination is an everyday part of 

the Washington, DC summer. With 

the DC region’s air quality ranked 

by the American Lung Association 

as the 14th worse in the country for 

ozone pollution, summers in Wash-

ington, DC are not only hot and 

smoggy, but can be unhealthy for 

the elderly and many with chronic 

breathing conditions.

Why is air pollution worse in 

the summer? The principal pollut-

ant causing health problems in the 

DC region is ozone. On hot, sunny 

days, ozone is produced when pol-

lutants from sources such as cars 

and power plants chemically react. 

Sunlight is needed for this reaction 

to take place.

Air quality is measured by the 

Air Quality Index (AQI), a yard-

stick that runs from 0 to 500. The 

higher the AQI, the greater the level 

of air pollution and the greater the 

health concern. The AQI index 

levels are color coded, ranging from 

green for good air quality levels to 

purple for very unhealthy levels. 

Levels on code orange days are 

unhealthy for sensitive groups, and 

levels on code red days are un-

healthy for the general population.

In March 2008, the U.S. En-

vironmental Protection Agency 

announced a new National Ambient 

Air Quality Standard for ground-

level ozone. The new standard 

replaced a previous standard set in 

2007 and lowered the code orange 

and above ranges on the AQI. The 

new standard for ozone is 75 parts 

per billion.

With  this new standard, authori-

ties have expected an increase in the 

number of code orange and code 

red air quality days.

How bad is air quality in this 

region? In 2010, there were a total 

of 35 air quality action days with 

unhealthy levels, including three 

code red days and 32 code orange 

days. This was the highest number 

of unhealthy days per year since 

2002.

If the AQI is high, what should 

residents do?  On code orange and 

code red days, offi cials recommend 

that residents minimize car trips and 

consider using commuting alterna-

tives such as public transportation 

or working from home. In addition, 

residents should not use gasoline-

powered engines, such as lawn 

mowers, since this equipment con-

tributes signifi cantly to the produc-

tion of groundlevel ozone. 

Other recommendations include 

refueling your car in the evening, 

not using aerosols, postponing a 

painting project, and minimizing 

the use of other consumer products 

that contribute volatile organic 

compounds (VOC) emissions such 

as mothballs, perfumes, air freshen-

ers, and insecticides.

More information:

Arlington County Commuter • 

Assistance Program: www.com-

muterpage.com

Clean Air Partners: • www.clean-

airpartners.net

U.S. Environmental Protection • 

Agency AIRNOW: airnow.gov
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u

In the summer, exhaust from cars is one of the primary sources of ground level ozone, a pol-

lutant that contributes to bad air quality that can cause health concerns for many, especially 

the young, the elderly, and those with respiratory problems.



Steady as She Goes - Exploring Sustainability

Urban Habitat

u
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ACE is pleased to be partnering with the 

Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority to 

present the final two parts of the “Steady as She 

Goes” series that explores sustainability:

Steady as She Goes: Exploring the Steady • 

State Economy. Thursday, September 29, 

7:00 p.m., Arlington Central Library, 1015 N. 

Quincy Street, Arlington, 22201 (Near Virgin-

ia Square and Ballston on Metro’s orange line; 

also served by ART bus lines 52 and 53.) This 

presentation and panel discussion will feature 

Brian Czech, president of the Arlington-based 

Center for the Advancement of the Steady 

State Economy. The concept of steady state 

economy, forwarded by economist Herman 

Daly and others, addresses the establishment 

of an economy that does not exceed ecological 

limits. Mr. Czech is also a Visiting Professor 

at Virginia Tech, where he teaches ecological 

economics in the National Capitol Region. 

A prolific author in a variety of venues, his 

scientific articles have appeared in dozens of 

peer-reviewed journals, dealing primarily with 

ecological and economic sustainability issues. 

www.steadystate.org.

The Journey of the Universe.•  Monday, Oc-

tober 24, 7:00 p.m. George Mason University 

auditorium, 3351 Fairfax Drive, Arlington, 

22201 (Near Virginia Square on Metro’s or-

ange line.) Acclaimed author and evolutionary 

philosopher Brian Swimme narrates this grand 

film about our role as humans in this awe-

inspiring universe. His insights light up the 

night skies and bring new wonder to the mun-

dane. Big science, big history, big story - this 

film was created by a team of internationally-

recognized scientists, scholars, and award-

winning filmmakers.This program will be 

introduced by Dr. Thomas Lovejoy, the chief 

biodiversity adviser to the president of the 

World Bank, senior adviser to the president of 

the United Nations Foundation, and president 

of the Heinz Center for Science, Economics, 

and the Environment. He introduced the term 

biological diversity to the scientific commu-

nity in 1980. www.journeyoftheuniverse.org.

Please join us at these exciting programs. For 

more information or to RSVP, call 703-528-5406.

Middle School Students Take Action for the Bay

ACE is pleased to acknow-

ledge the contributions of 

sixth grade students from Kenmore 

and Williamsburg Middle Schools 

who raised money for ACE. These 

students participated in the Earth 

Force program during which they 

investigated water quality and came 

up with action projects to address a 

problem that is negatively affecting 

our watersheds.

The contributions 

to ACE from these 

student teams totaled 

over $1,400.

The group of 

students featured at 

right also worked to 

remove invasive plant 

species from Thrifton 

Hill Park, an area full 

of non-native plants. u

The Journey of the Universe features narrator Brian 

Swimme.
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Volunteer for Energy Effi ciency Education 

ACE is honored to be a fea-

tured charity in the 2011-

2012 Catalogue for Philanthro-

py: Greater Washington. A panel 

of 110 expert reviewers from 

area foundations, corporate giv-

ing programs and peer nonprofit 

organizations evaluated some 

270 applications.

ACE was selected as one of 

the best small charities in the 

Washington, DC region to be 

featured this year. A total of 70 

local charities were chosen for 

inclusion.

Now in its ninth year, the 

Catalogue’s mission is to gen-

erate visibility and resources 

for the best community-based 

nonprofits. 

According to Barbara Harman, 

President and Editor of the Cata-

logue for Philanthropy: Greater 

Washington, “We know that 

nonprofits have had another very 

difficult year, and the economy 

continues to create challenges: 

dollars are down and need is up. 

Individual donors can continue 

to make a real difference—as 

they did last year—keeping great 

organizations afloat during these 

tough times.”

For more information about 

ACE Honored by Catalogue for Philanthropy

u

u

If you’re the kind of person who gets excited by fi x-

ing a leaky window or installing an aerator, ACE has 

a new volunteer opportunity for you!

In partnership with the Virginia Cooperative Exten-

sion and Arlingtonians Ministering Emergency Needs 

(AMEN), ACE is launching the new Energy Effi ciency 

Education project this fall. This program is funded 

by the Arlington County Community Development 

Fund and will focus on increasing energy effi ency for 

residents in the Arlington County Neighborhood Focus 

Areas.

Applications are now available for the Energy 

Effi ciency Education (E Cubed) volunteer training 

program. This program, modeled after the success-

ful master gardeners training program, will develop 

a corps of experts in energy effi ciency and weather-

ization techniques, specifi cally focusing on skills for 

weatherizing apartment building units. 

The training program will include three evening 

presentations and two hands-on sessions. The evening 

sessions will include an overview of energy and cli-

mate issues as well as guidelines for energy and water 

effi ciency techniques and will be led by certifi ed en-

ergy auditors and other professionals from the energy 

industry. The hands-on sessions will offer practice in 

weatherization, energy effi ciency, and water conserva-

tion techniques such as sealing leaks around doors and 

windows with foam adhesive, installing gaskets behind 

switch plates, installing faucet aerators and low-fl ow 

showerheads, reducing water use in toilets, and other 

techniques. 

In addition to attending the training sessions, volun-

teers must commit to 40 hours of community service 

within a year, at which point they will be certifi ed with 

master status for energy effi ciency education. The vol-

unteer commitment must be met by approved activi-

ties that include weatherizing apartment units in target 

buildings, serving on a weatherizing team available 

for services for a fee to the general community, and 

participating in outreach and education activities.

The fall training program dates are Thursdays, Oc-

tober 6, 13, and 20 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The sessions 

will take place at the Fairlington Community Center, 

3308 S. Stafford Street, Arlington, VA 22206. The two 

hands-on workshops dates are to be determined. To 

request an application, please contact the ACE offi ce at 

offi ce@arlingtonenvironment.org or 703-228-6427.

the Catalogue for Philanthropy 

or to request a catalogue, visit 

cfp-dc.org.
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Thanks to Our Volunteers and Partners

Individual Volunteers: Genevieve Alvis, Kela Anderson, the Backer family, Bethany Bellon, Carrie Blewitt, 

Dan Bronson, Donna Childress, Heather DeSomer, Dominic DiGiorgio, Charles Edwards, Ken Ferebee, David 

Garcia, Chris Gleaton, Fred Grady, the Hessler family, Nancy Hurst, Ashellie Johnson, Takis Karantonis, 

Alicia Korol, Francois Krodel, Rosemary Leffler, Jonathan & Jessica Ludwig, Emily Martin, Colleen Morgan, 

Marc Nagy, Kyle Neomeier, Matthew Niestroy, Hank Oltmann, Linh Ong, Sylvia Orli, Miguel Ortega, Todd 

Parker, Jody Rupprecht, Jerry Schrepple, Michael Silberstein, Joshua Stearns, Andrew Tappert, Sean Walsh, 

Dana White, Lily Whitesell, and Shane Wilkerson.

We apologize if we overlooked anyone!

ACE Board Members: 

Liz Appel (secretary)

Jennifer Bagnell-Stuart

Annie Budway (student representative)

Charles Edwards

David Garcia

Lisa Gomes-Casseres

Glenn Hoffman (treasurer)

Takis Karantonis (chair)

Colleen Morgan

Michael Murtha

Linh Ong

Heather Schaefer (vice chair)

Bart Yablonsky

Service Project Partners and Group Participants: American Red Cross Arlington Youth Group, Church of 

Latter Day Saints, Marymount University Environmental Science Class, Westin Arlington Gateway Hotel, 

and the Williamsburg Middle School Sixth Grade Team.

ACE News

Join ACE Today!

The work ACE does depends 

strongly on our individual 

donors. Become an ACE member 

by joining today! ACE member-

ships also make great gifts. You 

can join at one of these levels:

Individual/household: $35• 

Sustaining: $50• 

Contributing: $100• 

Potomac River Club: $500• 

ACE supporters receive the op-

portunity to shape ACE policies and 

programs, as well as receive special 

announcements, gift certifi cates 

from community businesses, and 

invitations to events such as hikes, 

bird watching trips, and organic 

tastings.

Donations to ACE support our 

outreach in the schools, green living 

programs, services projects, water-

shed enhancements, and promotion 

of wildife habitats.

You can join online by visiting 

www.arlingtonenvironment.org  

(payment by Paypal and credit card 

accepted) or by sending a check 

made payable to ACE to 3308 S. 

Stafford St., Arlington, Virginia 

22206.

If you have questions, please con-

tact us at 703-228-6427 or offi ce@

arlingtonenvironment.org.u



Mark Your Calendars

ACE Booth at the Arlington Coun-

ty Fair. August 11-14. Thomas 

Jefferson Community Center, 3501 

S. Second Street, Arlington. Stop by 

the 35th annual Arlington County 

Fair to enjoy rides, games, entertain-

ment, vendors, and more. ACE is 

also seeking volunteers to staff our 

exhibit, #D04. Contact us to sign up 

for one of the three-hour shifts. 

Four Mile Run Cleanup. Satur-

day, September 17, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Barcroft Park, 4200 S. Four Mile 

Run Drive, Arlington. Join ACE to 

collect and tally trash for this annual 

event held in conjunction with the 

International Coastal Cleanup and 

Clean Virginia Waterways Day. 

Groups, families, individuals and 

students are all welcome.

Steady as She Goes - Exploring the 

Steady State Economy. Thursday, 

September 29, 7:00 p.m. Arlington 

County Central Library, 1015 N. 

Quincy Street, Arlington. A presen-

tation and panel discussion with 

Brian Czech, president of the Center 

for the Advancement of the Steady 

State Economy. See more details on 

page 5.

Energy Effi ciency Education 

Volunteer Training. Thursdays, 

October 6, 13, and 20.  Fairlington 

Community Center, 3308 S. Stafford 

Street, Arlington. Join this new 

program to learn hands-on skills in 

energy effi ciency and weatheriza-

tion. Contact the ACE offi ce for 

more information and an applica-

tion. Additional details on page 6.

Visit our web site, www.arlingtonenvironment.org, for details, updates and additional events. To volunteer, contact us 

at volunteer@arlingtonenvironment.org or 703-228-6406.
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Join ACE Today

Please join or renew your mem-

bership to Arlingtonians for a 

Clean Environment to support 

the only conservation organi-

zation working exclusively in 

Arlington County: www.arling-

tonenvironment.org. We are 

proud to be recognized as one 

of the best nonprofi t charities 

in the region in the 2011-2012 

Catalogue for Philanthropy. 

You can also give to ACE 

through the Combined Federal 

Campaign of the National Capi-

tal Care: #83504 by visiting 

www.cfcnca.org.


