
Looking to green your lifestyle? ACE’s Green 

Living Expo provides connections to com-

panies, practitioners, and experts for every area 

of sustainable living. The third-annual Green 

Living Expo will take place on Saturday, 

March 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 

Washington-Lee High School, 1301 N. Stafford Street, Arlington. 

If you have a green product or service you would like to showcase 

at the Expo, please visit www.arlingtonenvironment.org for a vendor 

application. Sponsorship opportunities are also still available.
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Learn about environmental programs, 

volunteer opportunities, and green living: 

subscribe to our e-newsletter at www.

arlingtonenvironment.org or by sending an 

e-mail to offi ce@arlingtonenvironment.org.

Celebrating the Green: March 17, 2012

Arlington County is proud and protective of its trees. A 2009 tree canopy 

analysis indicates that Arlington has 43.5% tree cover (excluding feder-

ally-owned lands). The County has been designated as a Tree City USA for 

15 consecutive years and contains 32 state champion trees within its borders. 

However, the total tree canopy in the County is declining with development 

resulting in signifi cant tree loss over the past 30 years. In this time period, 

more than 3,000 acres were converted from heavy tree cover of over 50% to 

low tree cover of less than 20%. 

Urban trees offer a slew of benefi ts to the community and to individual 

property owners. Trees provide shading and can reduce heating and cooling 

costs. In addition, trees can reduce stormwater runoff, protecting water qual-

ity in our streams and the Chesapeake Bay. It has also been suggested that 

healthy, mature trees can add 10% to residential property values. Recognizing 

the many benefi ts of trees to a community, the County is committed to reverse 

the trend of tree canopy loss.

The County proclaims a vision to “strive to have a sustainable urban forest 

that contributes to the livability of our urban community,” in its Urban Forest 

Master Plan published in 2004. There are a variety of initiatives all designed 

to maintain and increase tree canopy within Arlington County, many of which 

include opportunities for the public to get involved.

Public Tree Planting Program: The County accepts applications from 

neighborhood associations, civic groups, PTAs, and garden clubs of good 

Expanding Arlington’s Tree Canopy

Continued on page 2
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Local Scene

Continued from page 1

Protecting and Enhancing the County’s Trees
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locations for planting trees on public 

land. Suggested planting locations 

include community centers, librar-

ies, schools, street right-of-way and 

parks.

Notable Tree Program: In 1987, 

Arlington County launched this 

program to identify and register its 

outstanding trees. An initiative of 

the Arlington Beautifi cation Com-

mittee, the program recognizes 

residents who maintain and preserve 

signifi cant trees. Since the program 

began, 150 trees have been selected 

for recognition. 

Selected trees must meet at least 

one of the following criteria: an 

unusual species for the area, particu-

larly large size, historical interest, or 

a tree of particular signifi cant for the 

neighborhood. Selected trees receive 

a plaque or certifi cate and are added 

to the County’s registry of notable 

trees. The application deadline is 

typically in December and awards 

are announced in the spring.

Tree Education and Distribu-

tion Program: Every fall, Arlington 

County provides free native trees 

for residents to plant in their yards. 

With help from volunteer TreeStew-

ards, staff distributed a total of 1,200 

trees in October 2011. The species 

included American sycamore, black 

oak, black gum, cherrybark oak, pin 

oak and red maple.

Tree Preservation Ordinance: 

Several exceptional trees have been 

designated with special protection 

status by the County’s Tree Pres-

ervation Ordinance, passed by the 

Arlington County Board in 2002. 

This ordinance protects trees from 

removal or injury with a penalty not 

to exceed $2,500 for each violation.

Commemorative Tree Pro-

gram: Residents interested in 

planting a tree to honor a birth, an-

niversary or other notable event can 

purchase a commemorative tree to 

plant in an Arlington County park. 

The costs are $150 for a fl owering 

tree or $200 for a shade tree and 

participants can request a specifi c 

type of tree. Planting takes place in 

the fall.

Tree Canopy Fund: This 

program, managed by ACE, gives 

grants to community groups to 

plant and maintain trees on private 

property. The main source of funds 

for this program is developers who 

contribute when they cannot meet 

tree planting requirements on the 

property due to site constraints. De-

velopers contribute $2,400 for every 

tree that cannot be placed on site. 

Former County naturalist Matt Neff shows off a 15’9” diameter chestnut oak in 

Gulf Branch Park. This tree is the new county champion tree for this species.

Groups eligible to apply for and 

receive grants include civic and 

homeowner associations, commu-

nity nonprofi t organizations, civic 

service clubs, school-related groups, 

and ad hoc neighborhood groups. 

Trees are planted by a contractor 

and a one-year warranty is provided. 

Since the program began in 2009, 

more than 650 trees have been 

planted. The 2012 grant application 

cycle will be announced in early 

March.

More information:

Arlington County Tree • 

Programs: www.arlingtonva.

us and search on “trees”

Tree Canopy Fund:•  www.

arlingtonenvironment.org/

treecanopyfund.htm

TreeStewards:•  www.

treestewards.org
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Tree Planting Advocates Organize Neighborhood

u

A few years ago, when DeShay William’s husband, 

Earl, became interested in a house in High View 

Park in Arlington, he was actually motivated by the yard. 

He had disliked many a house because of the trees on the 

property. For him, the blank canvas that the less than an 

acre lot presented was an opportunity to literally and fi gu-

ratively create a garden from the ground up. The couple 

planted forty trees in the fi rst year and then another 

twenty in the second year. Williams’ friends understood 

that gift certifi cates from Merrifi eld Gardens or Home 

Depot were de rigueur at gift-giving time.

The greater neighborhood of High View Park that De-

Shay, Earl and their then-four year old daughter encoun-

tered was virtually devoid of trees. “Every weekend you 

could hear trees coming down even though there were 

few trees to begin with,” said DeShay, looking back at the 

neighborhood in 2006.  

Three days before the Arlington County Tree Canopy 

Fund (TCF) deadline in 2009, DeShay saw a link to the 

program online and decided to apply. With just over six 

hundred homes in the High View Park neighborhood, 

DeShay said, “I wanted to set a reasonable goal. So, I 

decided to just focus on my street, the three blocks of 

Dinwiddie.” 

But no matter how innovative or virtuous the goals 

of the fund are, the Williams faced serious challenges. 

Instead of being recognized for their practical role in the 

neighborhood’s ecosystem, not to mention overall beauty, 

trees were perceived as a potential source of trouble for 

homeowners worried about 

the safety and sanctity 

of their homes and prop-

erty. The police and some 

residents believed that trees 

created cover for criminals. 

Trees and their associa-

tion with bird droppings 

were yet another complaint 

Williams heard. Compli-

cating matters even more 

was the challenge of hav-

ing to win over neighbors 

when husband and wife 

disagreed on what types 

of tree to plant.  DeShay 

and Earl found that the smaller ornamental trees were an 

easier sell because the smaller size was less scary. 

In 2011, DeShay went house-to-house. She appealed 

to “keeping up with the Joneses” by sharing, “Let me 

show you what tree your neighbor is getting.” Counseling 

that a little pruning and a realistic approach to how long 

it really takes for a mature tree to reach its full height also 

paid dividends. 

To help neighbors have a better understanding of tree 

species and the program, the Williams held garden par-

ties. Eleven families attended in 2009 and 30 families 

attended in 2011. The Williams’ goal for the parties was 

to assist with tree identifi cation and selection. Volunteers 

from the TreeStewards of Arlington/Alexandria were also 

on hand at the parties to answer questions.

In 2009-2010, through the Williams’ leadership, a total 

of 17 trees were planted in High View Park. In 2011-2012 

(the second year of tree canopy fund planting as the pro-

gram wasn’t funded last year), there were 35 trees planted 

in the neighborhood.

It’s safe to say that the tree canopy of High View Park 

will keep growing and that it could not have happened 

without the perfect storm whose catalyst was DeShay and 

Earl Williams. They serve as an example that one couple 

can make a difference; no neighborhood is beyond repair, 

and that citizen by citizen we can all work to heal and 

beautify our Arlington community.

Editor’s Note: Read more about the Tree Canopy Fund 

on page 2.

By Lee Levine

Earl and DeShay Williams have worked tirelessly to promote tree planting in their High View Park 

neighborhod in North Arlington.



Preventing Runoff on Your Property

Do you have runoff prob-

lems on your property? Do 

you want to protect Arlington’s 

streams and the Chesapeake 

Bay? The new Arlington County 

StormwaterWise Landscapes 

Program can help. 

This pilot program will pro-

vide resources for residents to 

reduce runoff from their prop-

erty. The program is ideal for 

any homeowner who is con-

sidering installing a landscape 

improvement like rain gardens 

or pervious pavers, but wished 

they had some advice and funds 

to support the project.

Stormwater is rainfall that 

runs off roads, rooftops, and 

driveways. Stormwater carries 

pollutants such as oil, bacteria 

from pet waste, sediment, and 

lawn chemicals to our local streams and the Chesa-

peake Bay. Incorporating landscaping practices on 

properties that collect or slow down stormwater, and 

allow it to soak into the ground keep pollutants out of 

Arlington’s streams.  

Interested residents can apply to turn their proper-

ties into StormwaterWise Landscapes. In the fi rst year, 

forty applicants will be selected to receive a stormwater 

assessment of their property. Each will receive a prop-

erty map and a list of recommendations for reducing 

stormwater runoff. 

Program participants also become eligible for reim-

bursement of up to 50% of the installation cost, or a 

pre-determined amount for each recommended prac-

tice, whichever is less. The maximum reimbursement 

per participant is $1,000. Some projects may be fea-

tured in a case study published by Arlington County.

 The installation of the following practices will be 

eligible for the reimbursement program: 

Cisterns.• 

Conservation landscapes.• 

Green roofs.• 

Infi ltration trench, an underground gravel storage • 

area for water.

Pervious pavers or concrete for driveways, walk-• 

ways, and patios in which impervious materials 

are converted to pervious materials which allow 

rainwater to sink into the ground.

Rain gardens, a low-lying garden where runoff • 

can collect and soak into the ground.  

Single family homeowners, businesses, and HOAs 

are all eligible to apply. The deadline for applications 

is February 28, 2012. The Stormwaterwise Landscapes 

program is made possible through a partnership with 

ACE. To apply or for further details on the program and 

eligible practices, visit www.arlingtonva.us/stormwa-

terwise. 
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Urban Habitat

u

R & M Cleaning Services

 * RELIABLE

 * EXPERIENCED

 * GOOD REFERENCES

 * FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING

 * REASONABLE RATES

WE BRING OUR OWN EQUIPMENT

Free-in-home Estimate

Weekly/Bi-weekly/Monthly or Occasional

Move-in or Move-out Offi ce

Call Maryen or Raul at

703-321-5335

National Movement Connects Kids With Nature

This April, the Children & Nature Network (C&NN) 

is rallying people of all ages to get outside, have fun 

and connect with nature. Let’s G.O .! (Get Outside) is 

a youth-led initiative to rally people of all ages, to play, 

serve and celebrate in nature.

During the entire month of April 2012, there will be 

events in parks, schools, and wildlife refuges around 

the country as part of this new initiative. In 2011, over 

100,000 people in 44 states came together to take part in 

close to 540 local events. Events included family play 

days, hikes, outdoor learning experiences, Earth Day cel-

ebrations, adventure projects, service projects, and more.

Inspired by Richard Louv’s book, Last Child in the 

Woods, organizers launched C&NN in 2009. The net-

work is designed to encourage and support the people 

and organizations working nationally and internationally 

to reconnect children with nature. C&NN’s goals include 

providing compendiums of the latest research; linking 

network members to news stories; and connecting local 

and regional leaders to share information, strategies and 

success stories.

Here in Arlington, the Arlington Children and Nature 

Network was launched in 2010, with several agencies, 

organizations and individuals working collaboratively to 

connect children to nature. 

More information on Let’s G.O.! and C&NN resourc-

es: childrenandnature.org. 

Audit Your Home and Save Energy This Winter

Looking to curtail some of the 

money you spend on utility 

bills? With utilities costing the av-

erage family about $1,900 a year, 

improving your home's energy effi -

ciency is an excellent place to start 

on a quest to save some money and 

reduce your carbon footprint.

The fi rst step for any effort 

should be a home energy audit, 

where an energy-use specialist in-

spects the home to analyze energy 

fl ows for conservation in a build-

ing. The cost for an audit can range 

from $300 to $500 depending on 

the type of audit performed and the 

contractor you have selected.

There’s also good news for those 

do-it-yourselfers out there. There 

are several online tools available to 

conduct an audit. There is no cost 

associated with these online tools; 

however they may not offer the 

precise evaluation that an onsite 

audit will. To prepare for an online 

audit, you should have 12 months 

of utility bills on hand and the 

square footage of your home. 

Finally, volunteers from ACE’s 

new Energy Effi ciency Educa-

tion project are available to help 

homeowners get started on energy 

effi ciency. This program, funded 

by Arlington County’s Community 

Development Fund, trains volun-

teers in retrofi tting, weatherization, 

and water conservation techniques. 

For more information, contact the 

ACE offi ce at offi ce@arlingtonen-

vironment.org or 703-228-6427.

More resources:

•  Arlington County Green Home 

Choice Professionals: www.

arlingtonva.us

•  Energy Star: www.energystar.

gov 

•  Home Energy Saver: www.

homeenergysaver.lbl.gov 

•  Residential Energy Service Net-

work (RESNET): www.resnet.us

u
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Aldo Leopold Documentary Coming to Arlington

Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for 

Our Time is the fi rst full-length, high defi nition 

documentary fi lm ever made about legendary con-

servationist Aldo Leopold. The fi lm explores Aldo 

Leopold’s life in the early part of the twentieth century 

and the many ways his land ethic idea continues to be 

applied all over the world today. The fi lm was shown 

in community screening venues across the country 

throughout 2011, and will air on public television in 

early 2012.

Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for Our 

Time is a production of the Aldo Leopold Foundation, 

the US Forest Service, and 

the Center for Humans and 

Nature. Although probably 

best known as the author of 

the conservation classic A 

Sand County Almanac, Leo-

pold is also renowned for his 

work as an educator, phi-

losopher, forester, ecologist, 

and wilderness advocate.

The Northern Virginia 

Conservation Trust (NVCT) 

is partnering with several 

environmental groups in 

Arlington for a screening of this fi lm. This event will 

take place on Thursday, March 29, at 7:00 p.m., at 

the Arlington Central Library, 1015 N. Quincy Street, 

Arlington. Event co-sponsors include ACE, Arlington 

County Department of Environmental Services, the Ar-

lington County Central Library, the Arlington Regional 

Master Naturalists, the DC Badgers Alumni Association, 

and Potomac Overlook Regional Park.

For more information, visit www.greenfi re.nvct.org. 

To RSVP, go to NVCT’s Meetup page (meetup.com), or 

contact Ashley Stanton at astanton@nvct.org or 703-

354-5093, x26.

Four Mile Run Watershed Cleanup

u

On Saturday, March 10, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, 

Arlington County will be organizing its annual 

cleanup of Four Mile Run watershed. This free event 

will take place at designated sites including Madison 

Manor, Bon Air, Bluemont, Glencarlyn, Barcroft, 

and Shirlington Parks to help clean up stream banks 

and park areas along Four Mile Run.

All are welome to participate including individu-

als, families, and groups. Several sites have areas 

that are easily accessible and safe for young chil-

dren.

The Arlington County Park Rangers are organiz-

ing this watershed cleanup. For more information, 

contact them at 703-525-0168. ACE is pleased to 

partner with the County and will be coordinating the 

cleanup sites at Barcroft Park and Shirlington Park. 

u
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ACE Launches New Membership Card

Thanks to Our Volunteers and Partners

ACE Board Members: Liz Appel, Jennifer Bagnell-Stuart, Annie Budway, Charles Edwards, David Garcia, Glenn Hoff-

man, Takis Karantonis, Colleen Morgan, Michael Murtha, Linh Ong, Heather Schaefer, and Bart Yablonsky.

Service Project Partners and Group Participants: Long Branch Civic Association and Washington-Lee High 

School Environmental Club

Individual Volunteers: Brooke Alexander, Paul Baldino, Scott Baron, Janine Bergin, John Bernard, Lori Bowes, 

Dan Bronson, Larry Brown, Julie Bruns, Davani Durette, Michael Ebert, Lisa Edouard, Charles Edwards, Barbara 

Englehart, Nancy Gonzalez, Eric Goodman, Adrianna Gorsely, Joan Grey, Susan Groger, Michael Hamilton, Caro-

line Haynes, Natalie Hisdahl, Rick  Keller, Stephen Kennedy, Margaret Kertess, Lee Levine, Silvia Lucero, Kim 

Lyons, Michael McBride, 

Matthew McMurtry, Ginny 

McNair, Theresa Meehan, Em-

ily Messner, Colleen Morgan 

, Kristen Murphy, Brandon 

Nguyen, Josie O’Sullivan, 

Nora Palmatier, Todd Parker, 

Maria Pulido, Jacquelyn 

Rivas, Jody Rupprecht, David 

Siravo, Monica Skeldon, Julie 

Speers, Richard and Cora 

Stern, Colin Storm, Patty 

String, Barbara Swart, Patrick 

Tallarico, David Tripp, David 

Valenti, Katarina Vandish, 

Christopher Wagner, Frances-

ca Wahl, Shay Wainblatt, Lily 

Whitesell, Caroline Wick, and 

Kristal Wortham.

We apologize if we overlooked 

anyone!

ACE News

ACE is pleased to announce 

a new benefi t for our mem-

bers--the 2012 membership card, 

with links to discounts at local 

businesses.

Please consider supporting 

our local conservation work and 

becoming an ACE member today. 

You can join at one of the follow-

ing levels:

Individual/household: $35• 

Sustaining: $50• 

Contributing: $100• 

Potomac River Club: $500• 

In addition to the membership 

card, ACE supporters receive the 

opportunity to shape ACE policies 

and programs, as well as special 

announcements and invitations to 

events such as hikes, bird watching 

trips, and organic tastings.

Donations to ACE support our 

outreach in the schools, green living 

programs, services projects, water-

shed enhancements, and promotion 

of wildife habitats.

You can join online by visiting 

www.arlingtonenvironment.org  

(payment by Paypal and credit card 

accepted) or by sending a check 

made payable to ACE to 3308 S. 

Stafford Street, Arlington, Virginia 

22206.

If you have any questions, please 

contact us at 703-228-6427 or 

offi ce@arlingtonenvironment.org.u

ACE volunteers worked in Lacey Woods Park in December 2011 to rid the park 

of invasive plants.



Mark Your Calendars

Arlington Children and Nature 

Network - Winter Nature Celebra-

tion. Saturday, February 11, 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (snow date Febru-

ary 18). Ballston Mall Food Court, 

4238 Wilson Blvd., Arlington. It’s 

not too cold outside to enjoy nature 

and the outdoors! The event will 

include nature crafts, exhibits, and 

a kid-friendly Ballston Walkabout 

with WalkArlington. 

Park and Neighborhood Cleanup. 

Saturday, February 25, 10:00 a.m. 

to noon. Meet in the Lyon Village 

parking lot at 3115 Lee Highway 

(at Spout Run Parkway), Arling-

ton. Join ACE to pick up trash and 

remove invasives from Thrifton Hill 

Park, the surrounding roadways, the 

Custis Bike Trail, and Spout Run 

stream.

Four Mile Run Watershed Clean-

up. Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m. 

to noon. Join ACE at two locations: 

Shirlington Park and Barcroft Park.

Call the Arlington County Park 

Rangers to register for other loca-

tions throughout the watershed: 

703-525-0168.

ACE Annual Meeting. Wednes-

day, March 14, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

Arlington Central Library, 1015 

N. Quincy Street, Arlington. The 

theme for this event is alternative 

transportation with a look at electric 

cars, bikesharing, electric charging 

stations and more. Several electric/

hybrid cars will be on display. The 

meeting will also include an over-

view of ACE events for 2012, ACE 

board of director elections and light 

refreshments.

Visit our web site, www.arlingtonenvironment.org, for details, updates and additional events. To volunteer, contact us 

at volunteer@arlingtonenvironment.org or 703-228-6406.

Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment
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Green Living Expo. Saturday, 

March 17, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Washington-Lee High School, 1301 

N. Stafford Street, Arlington. Learn 

how to green your home, apartment, 

community and lifestyle. Featuring 

green vendors, seminars, a raffl e, 

food sales and cooking demonstra-

tions, and children’s activities. We 

also need volunteers to help from 

7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Potomac Watershed Cleanup. 

Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m. to 

noon. Join ACE in the 24th annual 

watershed cleanup with more than 

500 sites across the watershed. ACE 

volunteers will meet at N. Glebe and 

Chain Bridge Roads. For details on 

other sites visit www.fergusonfoun-

dation.org.


